Implementation of nurse authorisation of blood components.
A collaborative project between the Better Blood Transfusion teams in the Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS) and NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) explored the feasibility of nurses prescribing blood components, and clarified that blood components are not considered medicinal products, so the term prescription does not apply. No legal barriers to trained, competent nurses and midwives undertaking this role were identified and nurse authorisation of blood components was seen as having the potential to improve patients' experiences. A number of NHS Scotland boards showed interest in implementing this but there are challenges to ensuring that a robust governance structure is in place to support role development . Progress has been made with support from the Scottish Government Health Department and using a governance framework that was developed to support nurses who wish to undertake this role.